NoOmen Diés

Dividing and Accenting Words

Trying hard to divide a new word

Keep in mind what you’ve already heard
With consonants, be mean!
Divide before or between

And most of your fears will be cured.

Dividing words into syllables is simple and logical. Use the poem to help you remember
the most important rules—you always divide before a single consonant or between two
consonants. You also divide between two vowels. The few exceptions are reviewed below.

TWO SYLLABLES

The accent on words with two syllables ALWAYS falls on the first syllable, which is
also the next to last (penultimate) syllable.

Divide the following words into two syllables, between the vowel and the consonant,
between two vowels, or a vowel and a dipthong (ae, au). Place an accent above the first
syllable. The first one is done for you.

nd’ |men plaude meum quaere
créta scribe ego tacée
valég quaeso ire lege

Divide the following words into two syllables, between two consonants, unless you have
-br-, -tr-, -cl-, -cr-, -ph-, -qu-, etc., (they naturally stay together). Then you divide
between the vowel and the pair. Place an accent above the first syllable.

fus’|te quinque librum tempus
ordo tardus specta quartus
sextus meénsa peénsum quintus

1) Is the accent ever on the last syllable? NEVER.
2) Does the next to last syllable have a long vowel?
yes — ACCENT IT!
no — go to question #3
3) Is the next to the last syllable followed by two consonants?
yes — ACCENT IT!
no — move to the syllable before the next to last syllable and ACCENT IT!



THREE SYLLABLES
Accent on the next to last (penultimate) syllable.
Divide the following words into three syllables based on the rules you used above. Put

the accent on the next to last syllable if the vowel in that syllable is long or if it is
followed by two consonants.

con|cla’|ve facisne hab&sne latrinam
nolite libellds minitae necesse
secundus spectasne quaerisne tacéte

Accent on the syllable before the next to last (antepenultimate) syllable.

Divide the following words into three syllables based on the rules you used above. Put
the accent on the syllable before the next to last syllable if the vowel in next to last
syllable is short and not followed by two consonants.

am’|bu|la tabulam tinnia facite
facere facio spongiam habed
tangere scribite ndomina terere

MORE THAN THREE SYLLABLES

The accent will either be on the next to last (penultimate) syllable or the syllable
before the next to last (antepenultimate) syllable. Never on the last, and never
anywhere else in the word.

Divide the following words into syllables and put the accent on the appropriate syllable.

per|fé|cis|ti'|ne praeparatidonem computatrum tintinnabulum
significat susurrare hodiernus horologium
incipite intellegisne laborate vocabula

1) Is the accent ever on the last syllable? NEVER.
2) Does the next to last syllable have a long vowel?
yes — ACCENT IT!
no — go to question #3
3) Is the next to the last syllable followed by two consonants?
yes — ACCENT IT!
no — move to the syllable before the next to last syllable and ACCENT IT!



