
REGULUS & THE 1 ST PUNIC WAR

ROME VS. CARTHAGE



THE 1ST PUNIC WAR

264 – 241 B.C.

• The 1st Punic War began when Rome’s interest in 

expansion started to conflict with that of Carthage.

• Carthage was founded by Phoenicians; thus, the 

war with Carthage was called a “Punic” or 

“Phoenician” war.



BOTH WANTED SICILY!



AND THE WAR BEGAN

• Carthage had established a colony 
in Sicily.

• But Rome wanted Sicily.

• Under the pretext of protecting an 
Italian tribe that had settled in Sicily, 
Rome invaded.



• In the 9th year of the 

war, the command of 

all Roman forces was 

presented to Marcus 

Atilius Regulus.

• He decided to attack 

Carthage.

• He organized 350 

warships and 60,000 

soldiers and set sail.

Regulus



REGULUS DEFEATED THE 
CARTHAGINIANS IN NAVAL AND 

LAND BATTLES



REGULUS DEMANDED HARSH 
CONDITIONS OF PEACE

SO THE  CARTHAGIN IANS  DECIDED TO KEEP  F IGHT ING



REGULUS FOUGHT AGAIN

Xanthippus, a Spartan 

general, helped the 

Carthaginians.

Regulus was defeated, 

captured, and taken to 

Carthage.



YEARS LATER CARTHAGE WANTED TO ASK 

FOR PEACE

• The Carthaginians sent Regulus to Rome to 

persuade the Romans to accept the terms 

of peace.

• The Carthaginians required Regulus to swear 

that he would return if peace was not 

obtained.

• Regulus swore on his honor that he would.



REGULUS RETURNED TO ROME

• Regulus was welcomed back to Rome!

• However, he said that he was no longer a citizen of 

Rome but only a captive, not worth ransoming.

• He urged the senate not to accept the terms of 

peace which he said were not favorable to Rome.

• He did this even though peace would have won his 

freedom.



REGULUS RETURNED TO CARTHAGE

• Regulus did not betray his honor.

• He returned to Carthage, even though it 

meant his death.



REGULUS WAS KILLED BY THE 

CARTHAGINIANS.

• Roman writers agree that the death was 

cruel, but they do not agree about the 

manner of death.



AULUS GELLIUS WROTE THAT 
REGULUS, AFTER BEING CONFINED IN 
A DARK DUNGEON, WAS FORCED TO 

LOOK AT THE SUN AFTER HIS EYELIDS 
HAD BEEN CUT OFF!



HOWEVER, MOST THINK HE WAS 
PUT INTO A CHEST OR BARREL 

FILLED WITH SPIKES.



REGULUS, A ROMAN HERO

• Regulus was a model of honor and patriotism to the 

Romans.



ROME WON

• The three Punic Wars lasted more than 100 years.

• Both sides lost hundreds of thousands of soldiers.

• By the end of the 3rd Punic War, Rome had 

conquered Carthage and totally destroyed the 

city.

• Rome became the most powerful state of the 

Western Mediterranean.


